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APPENDIX B - WORKING WITHIN THE LAWS GOVERNING NONPOINT SOURCE 
POLLUTION 
 
 
Forestry BMP’s are practical and cost effective methods that are specifically designed to help 
protect the State’s aquatic resources by minimizing the effect of nonpoint source (NPS) pollution 
caused by human activities on the landscape. NPS pollution is one of the leading causes of 
water pollution and aquatic ecosystem degradation in the nation. 
 
NPS pollution comes from a wide variety of diffuse sources including atmospheric deposition, 
agriculture, urban storm water runoff, mine drainage, land development, road building and 
numerous other land use activities.  In the forested landscape, rainfall or snowmelt runoff 
moving over and through the ground can carry natural and man-made pollutants toward water 
sources eventually depositing them into lakes, rivers, wetlands, coastal waters, or underground 
aquifers.  Examples of these pollutants include excess fertilizers and pesticides from silvicultural 
activities and sediment runoff from harvest sites, skid trails, road building, bridge or culvert 
installation and other land altering activities. 
 
There are a number of state and federal statutes that relate to Michigan aquatic resource 
protection including the protection of ponds, inland lakes, the Great Lakes and intermittent and 
perennial streams. In Michigan, Part 31 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Act, P.A. 
451 of 1994, addresses direct or indirect discharges that impact water quality, wildlife, fish, 
aquatic life and plants. Appendix C highlights Part 31 and other specific laws regulating forestry 
activities and related infrastructure installation and maintenance (bridges, culverts, roads).  
 
Permits are required in a number of situations such as crossing streams and wetlands or 
building haul roads. These state and/or local permits help ensure proper engineering design and 
environmental protection. If you have questions regarding specific permit requirements, please 
contact the DEQ Environmental Assistance Center at 800-662-9278 or the local district DEQ 
Service Center(Note that a storm water permit is not required for mobile logging operations).  
 
Failure to secure the necessary permits while engaged in logging, road building, and/or crossing 
streams activities is against the law. Violations could lead to enforcement actions and the 
possibility of fines of up to $25,000 per day.  
 
 


